
 We have a 
great team made up 
of the Fort Vancouver 
Lions Club member-
ship, Directors, and 
Officers.  We are 
grateful to departing 

Lion President Craig Limoges for his 
collaboration in helping us pull this 
leadership team together and equally 
grateful to our board members for 
agreeing to serve us this year.  We 
too, have a great tradition of 100 
years of Lionism and 61 years of The 
Fort Vancouver Lions Club. We too, 
have a garden that is our community 
of Vancouver, Clark County, and the 
Pacific Northwest. We have a humble 
and yet important mission in our ser-
vice to our community in general and 
to its disadvantaged sight and hearing 
impaired, its homeless and hungry, 
and its at-risk youth. 
 
 As we embark on our new Lionsô 
year, collectively we should attempt to 
answer a question: Whom will we in-
vite, engage, and mentor; and whose 
creativity will we inspire, unleash, and 
nourish, such that when our names 
are no longer recognizable nor remem-
bered, our garden will be tended and 
our mission will be strong? 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

 Recently, I recalled an experience 
from a business trip to Japan early in 
my professional career. Our Japanese 
hosts had invited us to a dinner at a 
very old and renowned restaurant.  As 
we entered the restaurant that evening, 
I could tell we were going to experience 
something special.  The architecture of 
the building, the d®cor, the history, and 
the cultural expression were all harmo-
niously available for the guests.  Per-
haps sensing an opportunity that age 
and wisdom best recognizes, the most 
senior member of the Japanese team 
guided me through an astounding part 
of our evening.  The restaurant had an 
inner courtyard that housed a garden of 
a very beautiful collection of bonsai.  My 
host showed me each of the bonsai and 
we discussed the species of tree when 
either he or I could identify them.  He 
explained to me that the philosophy of 
bonsai is that you view a tree in minia-
ture and see its age and character from 
above, and thereby you gain a whole 
new perspective on life. My host shared 
the last and best piece of information as 
we departed the garden to assemble for 
dinner.  He gently smiled and said with 
a bit of a twinkle in his eye, ñ700 years 
old!ò 
 
 I thought a lot about the generations 
of caretakers who built the garden and 
cared for the bonsai.  I thought about 
how each person must have spent their 
entire life dedicated to these tasks, how 
they trained and mentored those that 
would replace them, and how they invit-
ed and recruited new individuals to help 
them in this most delicate, fragile, and 
yet enduring work.  The reality of the 
dedication of the unknown people in-
volved to keep this garden alive in the 
face of the obstacles and inevitable 
change of 700 years left me profoundly 
impressed.  

J U L Y  S P E A K E R S   

P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R  

B R U C E  
 

July 1 

Karen Lovely, 

 local singer  
 

July 8  

King Lion Tony Licata  
 

July 15 

Jeff Waters,  

Vancouver Filmworks  
 

July 22 

Amy Lodholz,  

Habitat for Humanity  
 

July 29 

Craig Schaefer,  

Seaton Catholic High School  
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F O R T  V A N C O U V E R  L I O N õ S  U P R O A R 

 

President:  Tony Licata 

1ST VP - Fundraising:  Chriss Denny 

2ND VP  Service:  Len Leger 

Secretary:  Doug Wilson 

Treasurer:   Gay Enyeart 

Membership Chair:  Martha Johnson 

Past President: Craig Limoges 

 

Directors:  

1-year Steve Staudinger 

1-year  Wanda Slevin 

2-year Eva Halter 

2-year Lee Denny 
 

CEREMONIAL OFFICERS  

Tail Twister:   Allen Rhyassen 

Lion Tamer:  Fred Larson 

 Fort Vancouver Lions Club  

Officers 2015 -16 
New Officer and Board Installation 

 
Twenty-eight club members gathered for a potluck and barbeque at 
the home of Lion DeDe on June 11th to pay respects to the outgoing 
Officers and Board members, and to listen to PDG Mark Koelsch in-
stall the new Officers and Board members. It was a fun way to spend 
a beautiful day.  PDG Mark handed out musical instruments to the 
incoming leadership team and a conductorôs baton to incoming King 
Lion Tony. The band may need a little work and will have to heed 
King Lion Tonyôs baton to come together. Outgoing King Lion Craig 
recognized many in attendance for the much-appreciated service of 
the outgoing leaders. The Lion of the Year award went to Lion Martha 
Johnson and the Rookie of the Year award went to Lion Cheri Martin. 
Both awards were well deserved. We look forward to another great 
year under our new leadership team.  Many thanks to Lion DeDe for 
opening up her house and yard to the event. 

Share House 
 On the third Wednesday of each month, five of our club members meet at 
Share House from 3:00-5:30ish. They peel, chop, mix salads, butter bread, 
open cans, stir large vats on the stove, wipe tables. At 4:00 they serve dinner to 
the men who live at Share House (I think that's around 25 men). At 4:30 they 
start serving the people who've lined up for dinner. Mostly men, a few women 

and occasionally children. We usually finish serving around 5:30. And then we just walk away, no 
clean-up. It's fun and very heartwarming.  
  
Please contact Nancy Brown if you have any questions or would like to volunteer. 

Lion President Craig Limoges  presents incoming 
2016-2017 Lion President Tony Licata with his 

Lions Presidents pin.  

Lion Craig presents Lions Sandy Hammond, Chriss Denny, 
and Wanda Slevin with Appreciation Awards�X 

Lion Craig presents Lion 
Martha Johnson with the 
ñLion of the Year 
Award.ò  

PDG Mark Koelsch installs the 2016-2017 board.  


