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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Join Us Weekly at  

Heathen Brewing Feral 

Public House 

1109 Washington St. 

Vancouver, WA 98660 

Check our meeting  

schedule in the calendar! 

The leaves are turning those beautiful au-
tumn colors and the neighborhood children 
are settled into their school routine for an-
other school year. Lion 2nd Vice President 
Lance Ebarb was the Chair of the Back to 
School Curriculum Night at Washington Ele-
mentary School. With his six volunteers all 
of the attending students and their parents 
were served Pizza and frozen pops. Thank 
you Lance and your crew. 

 
Ft. Vancouver Lions are privileged 
to again support the Marine Cadets 
with their fundraiser of placing 

flags for all our National Holidays in the 
yards of each person who subscribes: Veter-
ans Day, Flag Day, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day and Labor Day. I can say 
from personal experience that it’s wonderful 
to see that flag in my yard as I head out to 
work. The Marine Cadets arrive very early in 
the morning on those five holidays and plant 
the flag, and return before sunset to re-
trieve it. Ft. Vancouver Lions are cosponsor-
ing this fundraiser. When current events in 
Portland demonstrated a lack of patriotism, 
it makes me feel proud that here in Vancou-
ver, USA, we still honor our country by dis-
playing the flag in our neighborhood. Sign-
ing up is easy, you can do it on line at 
https://fortvancouverlions.org/product/
display-american-flag-2/ or bring your 
check to our regular meeting at the Heathen 
Brew Pub on the Corner of Washington and 
11th Street in Vancouver at noon every Fri-
day. Past President David Rich is chairing 
this fundraiser. 
 
We are very excited about our fundraiser 
November 30th, Brunch with Santa. It will 
be held at the Salmon Creek Methodist 
Church. Santa will be there with some very 
special help, characters from the Star Wars 
Movies. The price of admission will include a 
picture with Santa. Gay Enyeart and her 
team of volunteers will be preparing and 
serving an excellent brunch with blueberry 
pancakes, eggs, breakfast meats and fruit. 

O C T O B E R  S P E A K E R S   

P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R  

R O Y  
 

 

October 4 

Larry Hoff,  Member of the 

House Of Legislature  
 

 

 

October 11 

Robby Meyer, 

 Musician  
 

 

 

October 18 

Susan Pennock, 

ALS Association  
 
  

October 25 

 Bill Lemke,  

Executive Director,  

NW Furniture Bank  

Editor:  Shelly Brown 
Lsbrown65@comcast.net 

503-887-4639 

Homemade cookies will be sold by the 
pound. All profits from the ticket sales will go 
to Childhood Cancer Research at Doern-
becher Hospital. All profits from the cookie 
sales will go to support the Santa’s Store at 
Washington Elementary School. Tickets must 
be purchased by November 25th. 
Purchase tickets online at https://
fortvancouverlions.org/, $20 for Adults, $15 
for children and under age 5 are admitted 
free with a paying adult. 

 
When Sara Desjarlais, CEO of Office Moms & 
Dads, spoke to our club recently several of 
our club members worked on the welcome 
boxes their volunteers give to children com-
ing into foster care. These boxes have age 
appropriate toys and games, socks and un-
derwear and some snacks. To date, we have 
provided 36 boxes. The Lions who worked on 
that donation were Georgie Jackson, Jen 
Leger, Joanne Zimmer, John Lion, Gay 
Enyert, and myself. Office Moms & Dads sent 
us a lovely thank you note for our efforts to 
help children in foster care feel that someone 
cares on that traumatic first day they enter 
the state foster system. We 
are making a difference in our 
community. 
 
 
 
King (Queen) Lion Eva Halter 

http://lionsclubs.org/
https://fortvancouverlions.org/product/display-american-flag-2/
https://fortvancouverlions.org/product/display-american-flag-2/
https://fortvancouverlions.org/
https://fortvancouverlions.org/
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President:  Eva Halter 

1ST VP - Fundraising:  Gay Enyeart 

2ND VP  Service:  Lance Ebarb 

Secretary:  Carol Bisbee-Cooper 

Treasurer:   Rick Giles 

Membership Chair:  Tim Ragland 

Past President: David Rich 

 

Directors: 

1-year Ken Milligan 

1-year  John Lyon 

2-year Helen Sutfin 

2-year Doug Wilson 
  

Ceremonial Officers: 

Tail Twister:   Jen Leger 

Lion Tamer:  Fred Larson 

 

Social Media: 
Fort Vancouver Lions   www.fortvancouverlions.org 

Our Facebook Members Group Fort Vancouver Lion Members 
Our Facebook Public Page  Fort Vancouver Lions 

District 19G  www.19glions.weebly.com 

LCI MD-19 www.lionsmd19.com 

LCI www.lionsclubs.org  

 Fort Vancouver Lions Club  

Officers 2019-2020 

Curriculum Night at Washington Elementary 
 On September 25 a team of Fort Vancouver Lions gathered to serve pizza and drinks to Wash-
ington Elementary School (WES) students and their parents who came to school for Curriculum 
Night. This event provides an opportunity for WES faculty and staff to review the curriculum 
planned for the new school year. There were tables set up for each grade level to display materials 
that will be used to teach the curriculum. WES principal Kris Copeland kicked off the event with a 
message to all students and parents.  
 WES staff values this event as way to get parental involvement early in the school year. They 
asked the Fort Vancouver Lions to provide the pizza and drinks to encourage participation. Using 
the $300 budgeted, Lance and his crew ordered, prepared and served over 400 pieces of pizza. 
There were no leftovers! The Lions team consisted of Lance Ebarb, Chair, Bill Shalaby, Jenny Leger 
and Wanda Slevin. 

 

Amazon Smile 
Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using supported 
Android devices. You can use the below copy and instructions to share the news with your supporters!  
 
If you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support Fort Vancouver Lions Club Foundation in the Amazon shop-
ping app on your Android device! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating dona-
tions. 

1. If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open the App on your Android device. 

2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile. 
Follow the in-App instructions to complete the process.  
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, update your App. See https://www.amazon.com/gp/
browse.html?node=15576745011&ref%5F=pe%5F732550%5F434054570&pldnSite=1 for instructions. 
 
AmazonSmile is not currently available for iOS users. We will notify AmazonSmile charities when it becomes available.  

http://www.fortvancouverlions.org
http://www.19glions.weebly.com
http://www.lionsmd19.com
http://www.lionsclubs.org
https://www.amazon.com/gp/browse.html?node=15576745011&ref%5F=pe%5F732550%5F434054570&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/browse.html?node=15576745011&ref%5F=pe%5F732550%5F434054570&pldnSite=1
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TURNING ADVERSITY INTO SERVICE 
 Sometimes life throws us unplanned curves. I 
have grown to realize that the challenges in my life have been the ones that have given me strength and 
hope.  It’s a process that one must go through. Have you ever noticed that when stressful situations crop 
up the tendency is to dwell on the negative? As time passes the negative reaches a fork in the road. Either 
the memory softens or resentment grows. Usually the challenges in my life have been the lessons that have 
helped others. What kind of memories do you have? 
 Journey with me, as I share the amazing life chapters that God has outlined for me.  Every challenge 
has been used to help others. 
 My grandmother was the constant in my life.  Her favorite saying was, “Dixie, give an honest day’s 
work for a fair days wage.” When my grandmother could no longer care for me, my parents took over. 
 In my early teen years my parents drove me to the city; threw my suitcase out on the curb and me 
afterwards. My mother’s parting words were, “Good riddance to bad rubbish.” That was the last time my 
mother spoke to me. Street life was hard. I remember crouching beside the garbage bins in a city alley, 
hoping I would not be a rat’s next meal; and that I would wake up alive the next morning. 
 On my eighteenth birthday, my father found me, and ‘enlisted’ me in the Army. After I was sworn in 
my father turned to me and said, “Now you will never be an embarrassment to the family again.  Have a 
good life.” Little did he know that Army life was exactly what I needed. It gave me food, shelter, clothing, 
community and family. Later, benefits would include a college education. 
 Years later those experiences would be used to serve God by helping others.  
 When my 31-year marriage ended, leaving 12-year old Angela and me standing alone, my faith 
would be tested. 
 God had a plan. In 1989 Children’s Home Society developed a Treatment Foster Care Program. They 
needed caregivers and homes. They took a chance and licensed me (for four teens) as a single parent care-
giver. These girls had to be involved in two systems to qualify for the program. First was the mental health 
system, others were Juvenile Justice, Family Court, Drug and Alcohol programs. 71-teens passed through 
the doors. Challenges turned into Blessings. God worked miracles. He used my early life experiences to un-
derstand and help them. 
 There are so many stories I could share, however one stands out. We’ll call her Michelle. She was a 
thirteen year old prostitute. Michelle had no boundaries. Rules meant nothing to her. We had simple house 
rules: a dollar a door slam, twenty five cents for any word that offended any other member of the house-
hold, etc. When the money jar reached $50.00 the teen with the least amount of offences got it. Two weeks 
into the program, Michelle received her allowance. She handed me a five dollar bill and said, “Let me know 
when I use it up.” That behavior sums up our relationship. Although the program was designed as a ninety 
day reunification plan, Michelle exceeded her time. She had nowhere to go. At age sixteen she aged out of 
the treatment program and was placed in main-line foster care. Years passed. One day my phone rang, 
“Mom, this is Michelle. Remember me (How could I ever forget?)? I’m calling to let you know I made it.”  
 My question was, “And what does that mean to you?” 
 She answered, “Well, I married a good man. I’m a good Mom. I keep a clean house. I go to church 
twice on Sunday and once on Wednesday.” What a glowing testimony. BUT, then she had to add, “And, I 
spend a lot of money at the mall.” 
 I asked, “What line of work are you in?” 
 “I’m a stay-at-home mom,” she replied. 
 “Where do you get all the money you spend at the mall?” 
 There was a pause and she answered, well, my husband can’t keep his mouth shut so I charge him 
a dollar a word.” 
 In 1996 Charlie and I were married. He became licensed for foster care. Sadly five years into the 
marriage he became very ill. In the early 2000’s we closed the doors on foster care. He passed away in 
2011.It would be the veteran’s organization that supported me in this time of grief. However, along life’s 
journey I had completed my BS and MS in Criminology; a four year degree from the Children’s Institute of 
Literature and finished up the courses in the mental health field to become a licensed registered counselor. 
This education was used to create the Embrace Success (ES) Counseling Services. It inspired me to write 
programs for families dealing with various issues. These have been taught throughout the school systems, 
as well as in other areas. 
 2005 brought the most challenging event yet. Returning home from dinner one evening, I listened to 
this message on the answering machine. “Mom, this is Rob. The Army chaplains just left and you know 
what that means.” Indeed I did. It meant that my grandson, Timothy, had been killed in Iraq.  How does 
one deal with the loss of a child? I kept asking God, “How can I heal? What do You want me to do?” Nag-
ging thoughts persisted. <Dixie, think about it. You are a Veteran who understands military life.  You are a 
Mother/Grandmother. You are a counselor. Pick yourself up. Do something to help these combat veterans 
and their families.> 

Who’s Who in Fort  
Vancouver Lions Club 



Please email newsletter  

articles for the November newsletter to:  Shelly Brown at 

Lsbrown65@comcast.net by  Wednesday,  October 23! Thanks!!!  

Mark Your Calendars for these events @ Washington Elementary 
 
• 11-21-19  Thanksgiving Lunch (about 10:30am-12:45pm) 
• 12-18-19  
        & 12-19-19  Santa Store 
• 1-29-20  Cultural night (5-6:30pm)  
• 3-4-20    Books Before Bedtime (5:00-6:30pm) 
• 4-22-20  Literacy night (5-6:30pm)  
• 5-17-20  Flags for First Graders (takes place the week before Memorial Day but the exact 

date is decided later) 
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 In 2006 Healing on the Homefront was established. This service is designed to help families dealing 
with reunification. It offers counselling, resources and peer support. Desert Storm, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Vietnam veterans have utilized the services. This is an on-going program. Today, the program includes 
reaching out to the homeless veterans (who are still fighting the war). 
 The Veteran community embraced me. I was able to heal.  
 God is still chartering my life. He sent Jerry, a fellow veteran, into it. Jerry has taught me to slow 
down and enjoy life. We volunteer on an excursion train, travel and enjoy playing cards. Best of all, he in-
vited me to attend a Lion’s Club Meeting. Life is coming full circle, I help volunteer at a local elementary 
school from time to time. My Fort Vancouver Lion’s Club hosts a Santa Store, Literacy Program and fun 
family events.  We are busy with the sight and hearing programs.  
 2019 marks my 80th year. God outlined the many chapters of my life.   All I had to do was fill in the 
blanks. I can hardly wait to see what adventure awaits me. 
 This is my story. Thanks for reading it.      Dixie Lee Hotaling 

David Rich 
My life as a Lion 

I first got involved with a Lions Club when I was living I California around 1980 when I was 35ish.  Through 
playing softball, a group of guys started running around together and called ourselves “The Fearsome Four-
some” and when our wives were with us, we were the “Crazy Eights”.  One of our Fearsome Foursome group 
had been asked to go to a Lions club meeting and decided to join so naturally he shared that with us and in 
a matter of weeks we were all members of the Suisun Valley Lions Club.   I admit I was in the club for quite 
a while until I figured out what the Lions club actually did and really started to get involved.  This was my 
first Lions club presidency.   
I was a funds administrator at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, CA. In 1987 I was recruited into a 
three-year Executive Development Program with the Naval Sea Systems Command in Washington, DC.   
Due to the rigorous training and travel schedule I did not have time for extracurricular activities so rejoining 
a Lions club was not an option. 
In 1994 I transferred to the Joint Logistics Systems Center, Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, OH 
where I retired in 1996.  When we moved to Ohio, I once again had the time and joined the Beavercreek 
Lions Club.  This is where I became a Lion club president for the second time and then went on to become 
District 13-J Governor for the 2001-2002 Lion year. 
Upon completion of my District Governor year, our oldest son asked us to come to Oregon and purchase a 
business (Reitmeier Mechanical) with him; so in July of 2002 we moved to Beaverton, OR.   Upon arrival I 
started to look for a local club and found the Beaverton Lions Club.  During my 14 years with this club I was 
president twice and was also elected and served as Council Chair of MD-36 in 2007-2008.  I also unsuccess-
fully ran for International Director in 2010 but lost to a very good Lion Sunny Pulley. 
We downsized and moved to Vancouver in 2016 and joined the Fort Vancouver Lions Club and proudly 
served my fifth times as a Lions club president during the 2018-2019 Lions year. 
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Contributions from our Advertising Sponsors provide the funds necessary for this publication.  

Please show your support for 

 

Ear-Care hearing Aid Centers, LLC                                

360-690-HEAR (4327)                                       
Western Hearing & Audiology 

8317 E Mill Plain  Vancouver, WA  98664 

Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Training Sites for students who 
are blind or visually impaired. Help educate a 

handicapped student 
Contact: Lori Pulliam  

WSSB Vocational Coordinator 
360-696-6321 Ext# 116 

 

CARSTAR Jacobus           Jerry Jacobus– Owner 
 

6710 NE St John’s Road 
Vancouver, WA  98661 

 

      360-693-2118         1-800-CARSTAR  
    360-993-2032fx    www.carstar.com 

 
carstar-jacobus@integraonline.com 

360-253-5934 

CREDIT CARD ACCEPTANCE 
GIFT CARD PROGRAMS 

CHECK VERIFICATION, CONVERSION & GUARAN-
TEE 

 

ASK FOR CHERI PERRY 
 

CLARK COUNTY’S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED AND  
OPERATED CREDIT CARD PROCESSING COMPANY!!! 

  

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF  
THE FORT VANCOUVER LIONS CLUB 

PO BOX 701  
VANCOUVER, WA  98666-0701 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

mailto:rick-giles@ear-care.com
mailto:Lori.Pulliam@wssb.wa.gov
mailto:pip@qwestoffice.net
mailto:gwjacobus@msn.com
mailto:cheri@totalmerchantconcepts.com
http://lionsclubs.org/

